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SUBJECT: SPAIN AND NATO-SPANISH WAR COLLEGE SEMINAR 

1 . THE SEMINAR ON "EUROPEAN DEFENSE" HELD AT THE SPANISH WAR 
COLLEGE (CESEDEN) JUNE 6-8 WAS A CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS. I WANT 
YOU TO KNOW DIRECTLY HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE HARD WORK PUT 
INTO THIS BY COL. MCKENNEY, CL. PHILLIPS, LT. COL. PRICE AND 

LT. COL. MACDONALD. THEY ARE FIRST-CLASS DIPLOMATS, AND WERE 
ABLE TO TREAD VERY WELL THE DIFFICULT LINE BETWEEN MEETING 
SPANISH DESIRES FOR GREATER INFORMATION ON THE ALLIANCE AND 
STAYING WITHIN THE BOUNDS IMPOSED BY NATO SECURITY CONSIDERA- 
TIONS. 

2. OUR AUDIENCE WAS A DISTINGUISHED ONE, CONSISTING OF RANKING 
REPRESENTATIVES NOT ONLY OF THE WAR COLLEGE BUT ALSO OF THE HIGH 
GENERAL STAFF, THE THREE MILITARY MINISTRIES, THE MINISTRIES OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT, AND THE SPANISH EMBASSY IN 
BRUSSELS (REPRESENTED BY THE DEFENSE ATTACHE). SPANISH MEMBERS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MADRID 04428 081834Z 

OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COORDINATION WITH NATO AND OF THE 
COMBINED MILITARY COORDINATION & PLANNING STAFF ALSO PARTICIPATED. 
LUNCHEONS WERE GIVEN FOR THE PARTICIPANTS ON THE LATTER TWO DAYS 
OF THE SEMINAR BY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS AND THE DIRECTOR OF CESEDEN, AT WHICH 
THERE WERE FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE KNOWL- 
EDGE OF THE VISITING OFFICERS. 
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3. THE ONLY UNTOWARD INCIDENT, WHICH SERVED TO REMIND THE 
PARTICIPANTS OF AN UNPLEASANT ASPECTS OF THE ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN IN SPAIN, WAS A TELEPHONED BOMB THREAT ON THE SECOND 
DAY, WHICH REQUIRED ONLY A BRIEF INTERRUPTION IN THE PROCEEDINGS. 

4. OUR WILLINGNESS IN THIS INSTANCE TO BE FORTHCOMING AND 
RESPONSIVE TO THE SPANISH GOVT INTEREST IN INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE ALLIANCE, AT A TECHNICAL AND REASONABLY DETAILED LEVEL, 

ADVANCES OUR INTEREST IN DRAWING SPAIN TOWARD THE ALLIANCE. I 
WOULD HOPE THAT IN THE FALL WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO CARRY FORWARD 
SUCH INITIATIVES, DIRECTLY INVOLVING SELECTED ALLIES TO THE 

EXTENT THIS MAY HAVE BECOME POSSIBLE AFTER SPANISH ELECTIONS. STABLER 
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